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Tribal Court Trial Advocacy Writing Seminar 

1300 West Richey Avenue, Artesia, NM 88210  Telephone: 575.746.5769  Facsimile: 575.7488162 

 

June 23-26, 2014 
National Indian Programs Training Center    Holiday Inn Express  
1100 Indian School Road, NW  2300 12th Street, NW 
Albuquerque, NM  87104   Albuquerque, NM  87104 
      BIA  - Tribal Courts 
      (505) 842-5000 / Cut off: 6/13/14 
     
Course Description:  Training will consist of two separate sections:  (1) half day VAWA and DUI 
panel discussions and (2) a three day training course focused on improving writing and advo-
cacy skills.  This course will provide an opportunity to practice pre-trial writing and advocacy skills 
using a DUI fact pattern.  There will be 40 computers available for this course. A team of experienced 
trial advocates and judges will assist the students through  a “learn by doing” method.  The three day 
course will use break-out sessions for one on one  instruction and the sessions will be divided as fol-
lows: (1) writing skills for prosecutors (2) writing skills for defense council (3) writing skills for tribal 
judges.  During the course students will be expected to: draft a motion to suppress evidence; respond 
to a motion to suppress; draft a brief in support of motion to suppress, and practice advocacy skills 
based on the  motions. This training will be based on the laws of the Navajo Nation. 
 
Informative Course Topics:  
 Identifying Key Pre-Trial Evidentiary Issues; 
 Draft and Respond to Suppression Motions; 
 Written and Oral Advocacy Skills; 
 What Happens After the Court Decides the Motion; 
 Analysis of the “Fruit of the Poisonous Tree Doctrine; 
 Discussion of Arizona vs. Gant    
 
Who Should Attend: The target audience is: Tribal Court Judges, Tribal Court Prosecutors, and  
Tribal Court Public Defenders, and other tribal court personnel.  TJS encourages and recommends 
this training session to tribal government personnel and tribal council members. 
 
Presenters: The course is presented by skilled and experienced trainers, including: OJS/TJS staff 
members, former Tribal prosecutors, tribal public defenders, tribal  judges, BIA Division of Courts, U.S. 
Attorney’s Offices, DOJ Access to Justice Initiative, and the U.S. Office of Defender Services with 
Federal Public Defenders Office. How to Register: All applicants must submit an application via e-
mail or fax: (505) 563-3090. Scanned applications may be sent to:  savannah.joe@bia.gov.  Appli-
cants will receive a selection letter from the BIA to confirm the applicant has been registered to attend 
this training program.  
 
03 before April 25, 2014 for room reservations. 

 

Training Announcement 
B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s — O f f i c e  o f  J u s t i c e  S e r v i c e s  

Training Announcement 

mailto:savannah.joe@bia.gov�


 

 

  Bureau of Indian Affairs – Office of Justice Services 
Division of Tribal Justice Support 

raining Application 

* To ensure receipt of training updates please provide legible information 
 
 
 
Name of Training Course:  Tribal Court Trial Advocacy          Date of Course:  June 23—26 2014 
 
 
Location of Training:     City: Albuquerque         State:  New Mexico 
 
Name of Applicant:  _______________________________ Title: _______________________________ 
 
 
Mailing Address:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
E-Mail Address (Please Print):  _____________________ Telephone Number: ______________________ 
 

 
Name of Department:  __________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                          
Emergency Contact:  ____________________________ Telephone Number:  ____________________ 
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